1





	

Ethical Issues in Criminal Justice Research

Student’s Name
Institution
Course 
Instructor’s Name
Date












Ethical Issues in Criminal Justice Research
Summary of the experiment
This was a dermatological experiment conducted on Philadelphia prison inmates. The experiment took advantage of athlete's foot pestilence that had infested 1,200 prisoners. Dr. Albert M. Kligman who had received a nod from the prison pharmacist to lend his expertise ended up forming a tutelage that saw his superficially benign experiment persist for 20 years. According to Hornblum, a literacy instructor for almost a decade at the Holmeburg inmate facility, although the prisoners lent their bodies for dermatological experiments, they had little information about these medical experiments carried out by clinicians from University of Pennsylvania (Goodman, 1998). Moreover, despite on the outset of these experiments assuming the nature of beauty products tests, Kligman tutelage equally conducted other tests that entailed radioactive isotopes, dioxin as well as drugs capable of altering human mind. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Correspondingly, Hornblum asserts that Kligman won the fame of inventing Retin-A among other drugs, as well as being able to amass a damn sight of affluence at the expense of using the inmates as guinea pigs in all his practices at the facility. Thus, causing them chilling damages on their faces and backs in addition to psychological indemnities that surfaced with time  (Goodman, 1998). Kligman who later admitted that he performed this experiment secretly without official authorization, equally expressed his thrill operating with naïve prisoners who knew nothing about the aspect of a researcher seeking informed consent for scientific studies. Among the detrimental effects linked to Kligman’s experiments turned out to be permanent body scars, personality changes, clinician paranoia, among other long-term injuries on thousands of prisoners.
Two Ethical Standards That Were Violated
When it comes to scientific experiments, social scientists should not cheat the system as in the case of Dr. Kligman. While Kligman's dermatological tests on the inmates brought him significant wealth and fame, scientific advances as well as the entire scientific community profoundly rely on record of research than Kligman’s hucksters. Nevertheless, instances depicting Kligman case play a crucial role in helping all of us to understand scientific ethics system that has significantly evolved to safeguard reliability as well as fitting behavior in the field of science. 
Ethical standards thus are set compulsions that define right and wrong in scientific research practices as well as behaviors (Maxfield, 2015). They equally call for integrity as well as honesty in all phases of research practices. The two ethical standards that Kligman tutelage violated were: Failure to obtain informed consent from the prisoners who were involved in the research; And offering of great rewards rather incentive. The former equally equate to an attempt to seal a contract between Kligman and prisoners to facilitate the study. 
In essence, Hornblum asserts that Philadelphia prison inmates were more than willing to gamble their well-being for monetary recompense. Depending on the type of experiment, Kligman and his team of dermatologists were offering Holmesburg prisoners a going rate of between ten and three hundred dollars. A chunk of all participating inmates deemed as a treasure relative to the daily typical wages of fifteen or twenty-five cents the penitentiary offered  (Goodman, 1998).
Subsequently, all the folks that were involved in Kligman’s led perilous dermatological research had little amount of information about the aforementioned tests. As if this was not the only deal, from 1966 to 1974 when the experiment came to a halt following heightened hearings and national publicity, most people were naive of the aspect of informed consent. Thus, Dr. Kligman gaily continued with his research on inmate volunteers with no one to question his practices nor giving a second thought to seek informed consent from the participants.  
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